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Mission Statement: The Popular Literature Committee (“the Pop Lit Committee”) at Florida State
University Libraries aims to provide a diverse approach to the materials available to students,
faculty, and staff of Florida State University (“Scholars”) by purchasing leisurely, popular literature
and reading materials (“Pop Lit") outside the scope of the academic faculty librarians’ collection
areas. This committee is comprised of library staff who serve as selectors for specific genres
(“Selectors”).

I. Collection Development

i. Selector Responsibilities
Selectors are responsible for purchasing and maintaining Print (physical) books and DVDs for
their assigned genre(s). They are responsible for avoiding duplication, keeping the Popular
Literature Collection (“the Pop Lit Collection”) current, and addressing the needs of Scholars.

ii. Popular Literature Collection Guidelines
The Pop Lit Collection reflects the reading interests of our primary demographic, FSU scholars.
Selectors can and should use their discretion based on the collection practices listed below in
selecting materials for this audience. Media guidelines will be forthcoming when we find a vendor
who supplies DVDs and other audio/visual material.

The Pop Lit Collection offers a wide variety of genres in both physical books and media including,
but not limited to:

¢ Recent biographies, graphic novels, history, politics, literary fiction, mystery, romance,
popular science, science fiction and fantasy, self-help, suspense/horror, travel, and true

crime.

Bestsellers in literature can sometimes be found in the FSU Libraries’ General Collection and
Selectors are responsible for ensuring we do not order duplicate copies.

iii. Popular Collection-Specific Practices
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Selectors use several factors to determine additions to the Pop Lit Collection, including criteria
from the FSU Libraries’ main Collection Development Policy, as well as other considerations such
as:

¢ Recommendations from readers/students that fit withing the collection;

e Popular reading lists (like Goodreads, national book clubs, etc.);

e Genre trends and Popular Culture;

e Social Media Influencer lists;

e Publisher new release lists;

e Professional Reviews (Kirkus Reviews, The New York Times, Booklist, etc.);
e Cultural and Historical Relevance;

¢ Reports pulled by Annie Glerum/FLVC for repeated ILL requests.

Additionally, the Pop Lit Committee is not allowed to use funds to purchase:

e Materials to bolster individual collection areas (if member has external collection
responsibilities) for the General Collection;

e Materials for personal interest;

¢ Juvenile materials;

e Textbooks.

iv. Languages
Materials purchased for the Pop Lit Collection are primarily in English but may also include titles

in Spanish and other languages to reflect the diverse communities at Florida State University.

v. Resource Sharing
The Pop Lit Collection is included in FSU Libraries’ Resource Sharing programs and policies.

e Books on loan to FSU through the Pop Lit rental program with McNaughton are NOT
included in these Resource Sharing programs.

vi. Formats
The Pop Lit Collection primarily focuses on physical, printed books. Other formats that are only
purchased on specific occasions or not focused on for the Collection include:

e eBooks (not regularly purchased);

¢ DVDs/Blu-Ray (maintained with the Collection, but not regularly purchased);
e Video Games (not currently purchased or maintained by the Collection).

Il. Collection Evaluation

i. Collection Review Policy
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As outlined in the Pop Lit Collection Development Policy, members will conduct a semesterly
review of the collection to assess:

¢ Available shelf space for the upcoming purchase cycle
e Condition of materials to determine any that need replacing
¢ Review any outdated and inaccurate material

This review will occur at the end of each semester, and all members of Pop Lit will work
together to divide the labor involved in physically reviewing materials and space.

ii. Weeding
Weeding will occur both as needed and during summer intercession, and all members will be
responsible for reviewing materials within their genre to weed based on their genre expertise.

During Summer Intercession the Co-Chair(s) will present a list of materials to potentially weed
based on the Pop Lit Collection Development Policy, at which point members are responsible
for reviewing materials within their genre. Each member will remove books as determined by the
criteria in the Collection Development Policy.

Questions to guide this decision:

e Has it ever been loaned? Refer to loan history including pre-migration stats? If not, skip
next question. If yes, consider keeping.

e Has it been loaned in the last five years? If yes, keep.

¢ Ifit has not been loaned, is it part of a series that we have the other items for? If yes,
have those other series titles been loaned? If not, consider weeding.

¢ Does having this item increase access? Consider reviewing how many libraries have it
for UBorrow, in WorldCat, Public Library and Banned Book list. If it is difficult to get
elsewhere, there is a potential for keeping. If not- weed.

e When was the book published? Consider weeding items over 10 years old unless the
copy enables access to a title not otherwise available/part of a series/extremely popular)

e Isita copy? Consider weeding the more worn/paperback copy to make more space.

Co-chairs will be making final decisions on weeding based on feedback from genre selectors
and the committee.

For rental materials, criteria for removing them from our collection will include total circulation
statistics, length of time loaned, and length of time we have rented material. Additionally, overall
popularity of the novel will be considered when keeping versus returning copies. These will be
returned to the rental program as needed.

iii. Challenging Materials
Scholars may challenge materials by emailing us at lib-poplit@fsu.edu and the materials will be
reviewed against Pop Lit Collection specific practices.
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iv. Donated Materials
The FSU Libraries may selectively accept gifts of books and other information resources that
enhance the Pop Lit Collection and support the Pop Lit Committee’s Mission Statement. For the
Pop Lit Collection, donations must fit within the FSU Libraries’ Donation Policy. Please see our
Donation Policy for additional guidelines.

v. Duplication of Materials
The Selectors ensure that new orders are not currently in any of the other FSU Libraries’
collections. Bestselling titles or titles within a literature canon may appear both in the Pop Lit
Collection and the General Collection, but care and consideration are taken to avoid
unnecessary duplication.

I1l. Collection Maintenance

i. Weeding Process
The Pop Lit Committee considers the following when determining which items to remove from
the Collection:

e Low and/or zero circulation rates based on circulation statistics reports (over last 2
years);

e Spatial availability within the FSU Libraries;

e Availability through UBorrow — If necessary;

e Publication Date (more than 10 years old);

e Physical Condition (water damage, physical tears, etc.).

Pop Lit Committee members will discuss the deaccession of books from the Collection based on
genre expertise. Books that are physically damaged will be reviewed for replacement.

ii. Lost/Stolen/Replacement
The Pop Lit Committee will replace lost or stolen materials if the publication date is within 5
years of publication. Copies or editions of books older than 5 years will not be replaced due to
limited space and funding. Requests for lost/stolen material can be made to the Chair(s) and will
be coordinated with genre selectors. Please contact the Pop Lit Committee at lib-poplit@fsu.edu
for recommendations and requests.

iii. Funding
This collection is funded through support from the FSU Student Government Association and
the FSU Foundation. Previous funding has come from the FSU President’s Diversity & Inclusion
Mini-Grant Program.
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